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Mercury has been detected in the
water (groundwater and surface water)
in the vicinity of the chlor-alkali indus-
tries using the mercury cell technology
and in the vicinity of dyes, paints and
pigments manufacturing units that use
mercury-based catalysts in their manu-
facturing processes. 

To avoid a mercury disaster in the
near future, industries using mercury in
its processes should immediately shift
to non-mercury alternatives.

Fish contamination
The coastal areas of India are signifi-
cantly polluted with mercury and a high

level of it is being detected in Indian
fish, both saline and freshwater.
Consuming mercury-methyl contami-
nated fish can be fatal. The Minamata
Disaster in Japan in 1950’s, which
affected more than 3,000 people, was
caused by consuming mercury-methyl
contaminated fish (see Box: Minamata:
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River Kalu, 100mg/l in water
Waldhuni and Ulhas rivers,
1.08mg/l in water, .001—123 ppm
in soil and sediments
Powai Lake, Vihar Lake and
Arnapura farm, .08 - 80, 
.210—691, .08—.215 ppm in soil
and sediments

Chiri village, .096
mg/l in water
Kanchigaon 
village, .028 mg/l
in water

Bapunagar, .176
mg/l in water
Sarangpur village,
.118 mg/l in water

Vadodara-
Nandesari ECP

Pocharam village,
.058 mg/l in water

Bhilai, .0472 mg/l in water,
.68 — 1.94 ppm in soil

Rashikulya estuary, .108 mg/l
in water, 2 — 3516 ppm in 
sediments, 25 ppm in soil

Central Orissa, 
.05 mg/l in water

Howrah, .016 mg/l in water

Panipat, .268 mg/l
in water

New Delhi, .003 mg/l
in water

Bhatinda, .007 mg/l
in water

Durgapur, .0094
mg/l in water

Dhanbad, .0237 mg/l
in water

Singrauli, UP, 
.182 mg/l in water

Assam,
.004 mg/l 
in water

Areas with heavy mercury presence

Some mercury hotspots in India (in water and soil)

Source: Down To Earth supplement October 31, 2003, Green Rating Project, Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi


